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*Aims
* Give an overview of the prevalence of different types
and forms of child abuse and prevention in Iceland

Methods

* Analysis of published research on child abuse in Iceland
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ABSTRACT

Aim: This review examined and summarised the research published on child abuse in
Iceland, which was mainly in the country's native language, to make the findings more
accessible to English speakers. It specifically focused on child rearing and the physical,
emoetional and sexual abuse, neglect and intrafamilial conflicts suffered by children at the
hands of their parents and other carers.

Method: The review drew on published research, books and reports and compared the
findings with Nordic research and global estimates of child abuse.

Results: Qualitative and quantitative research revealed that the prevalence of different
forms of child abuse, child neglect and intre-familial conflicts in Iceland was similar to, or
higher than, global and Nordic estimates. Younger respondents reported less physical
abuse than older respondents, but higher levels of emotional abuse. Legislation, greater
awareness, public debates and research on child abuse in Iceland have contributed to the
growing recognition of the negative consequences of child abuse and strengthened
support for prevention strategies.

Conclusion: Icelandic children have reportedly experienced diverse forms of child abuse
and neglect from their parents and other carers. Diverse initiatives have been put in place
that underline the urgent need to tackle such behaviour.
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Prevalence of experience of at least one

form of abuse in childhood
Recall by randomly selected group of adults (2010)
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Intimate partner violence (IPV) in Iceland

* Quantitative studies
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Intrafamilial conflicts in Iceland
Adolescents 14-15 years (2003)
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Children’s knowledge of domestic violence
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13 primary and secondary schools

N=1125 participants; 68% response rate

* Quarter of the participants
knew someone who had been a
victim

e Qualitative interviews

* Dominant feeling of the children
with the experience was fear,
anger and distress

* Teachers were not prepared to
help



Since 2000
Child homicide (n=4)




Can child abuse
be prevented?

Timarit Morgunbladsins, 17 October 2004
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Other initiatives

* A policy against abuse of children (2012)

* Unicef and Save the Children together with

* Child Protection Authorities, Barnahus, Faculty of Social Work, Directorate of Health,
National Hospital, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Wellfare, Police, Primary Health
Care Services, Children's Ombudsman, State Prosecutor

* Red Cross, Heimili og skéli (Home and School), Kvennathvarfid (The Women's Shelter),
Stigamot - Education and Counseling Center for Survivors of Sexual Abuse and
Violence, Verkefnastjorn gegn einelti (Against Bullying), Blatt afram (Straight Forward)

* Working group: measures against sexval abuse, harassment and
digital sexual violence (2018)

* Ministry of Justice



Conclusion

* Convention on the Rights of the Child
* all children should be protected from violence
* have the right to enjoy a childhood that is free of abuse

* Prevalence of child abuse and neglect in Iceland

* similar to, or slightly higher, than for the Nordic countries, and
similar to, or lower, than global figures

* Increased general understanding of the problem at hand
* Preventive actions are ongoing
* Lack of intervention studies






