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GlobalChild; Building on ECRI and a decade of work and experience 

Early Childhood Rights Indicators, ECRI: Brining ECD and CR fields 
together

Increased global attention to Early Child Development (ECD)

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC)





1. Human capital Theory

Human capital
1

Human capital
2

P r o c e s s of H u m a n  D e v e lo p m e n t



During the Dutch Famine 
(1944)

Social Determinants of Health (SDH)   





Convention on the Rights of the Child

Non-discrimination
(Article 2)

Best interests of the 
child

(Article 3)

Life, survival and 
development

(Article 6)

Respect for the
child’s view

(Article 12)



The concept of “proportionate 
universality”:

Solutions are made universally available, but 
with an intensity that is directly proportionate 

to the level of social disadvantage. 

The Principle of the non discrimination



“Equity from the Start”

Courtesy of Dr. Ziba Vaghri, Human Early Learning Partnership; HELP

World Health Organization’s Commission on 
Social Determinants of Health 

Life Course Problems Related to Early Life Experiences 

2nd Decade 3rd/4th Decade 5th/6th Decade Older Age

• School failure

• Teen pregnancy

• Criminality

• Obesity

• Elevated blood pressure

• Depression

• Coronary heart disease

• Diabetes

• Premature aging

• Memory loss
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Which environments matter?

TOTAL ENVIRONMENT ASSESSMENT MODEL (TEAM-ECD)



United Nations Committee on the Rights of the Child



CRC

1989 General Day of Discussion
was held

2002

Historical Background

General Comment 7:
implementing CRC in

early years

2004



Translating GC7 to user-friendly indicator set2005

UNCRC invites group to develop GC7 Indicators2006

…historical Background



Article 6; Children have the right to live. Governments should 
ensure that children survive and develop healthily. 



e.g. Indicators set for Protection against 
violence

Structure Process Outcome

Has there been a reduction (in the last five years) in the rate of 
occurrence of all forms of violence perpetrated against young 

children?

Are there initiatives to raise awareness and prevent violent physical 
and emotional (demeaning, ridiculing) disciplinary measures on 

children?

Are there measures in place to ensure adequate data collection to 
monitor the progress made on the implementation of the right of 

young children to freedom from violence?



Suggestions

Positive parenting 
education

Public education 
through media

Steps to have such programs

NO

In-service training 
of professionals

Are there initiatives to raise awareness and prevent violent physical 
and emotional (demeaning, ridiculing) disciplinary measures on 

children?

Canada’s Nobody’s Perfect:
http://www.bccf.ca/professionals/programs/nobodys-
perfect 

Child Rights Education for Professionals (CRED-PRO):
http://www.iicrd.org/work/projects/community_of_practice/C
REDPRO

F a c e b o o k :
http://mashable.com/2010/12/03/cartoons-facebook-end-violence/

“The Committee welcomes the plans to finalize this project so that a 
set of broadly applicable indicators regarding the implementation of 
rights of young children becomes available.  The next steps have to 
be pilot studies in order to test and revise the list of indicators if 
necessary.”



http://www.ecdip.org/images/gif/ethics-ethicalspace.gif

2009-2010



The Early Childhood Rights Indicators, ECRI
2011-2012



Br

2015-2017





A 5+5 YEARS International 
initiative

CONVERSATION WITH THE UN CRC FOR  RECOGNIZING THE GC AS 
THE GLOBAL CRC REPORT WRITING TOOL

5 pilots worldwide

Finalization of the tool

Design and development of the 
tool

3 pilots and a protocol for CRC 
report writing 

The committee welcomes the GlobalChild project and looks forward to
the envisaged periodic engagement and consultation with the committee
in the process of the development of this important electronic child rights
monitoring platform. In this regard the committee invites the GlobalChild

to provide periodic progress report and decides to designate Ms Kirsten
Sandberge to be the committee’s focal person for the GlobalChild project,



GlobalChild Steering Committee

Hon. Jean Zermatten- Chair: Juvenile justice/Europe;
Ziba Vaghri-Vice chair: Child Development/N. America;

• Zulfiqar Bhutta; Health/Asia;
• Susan Bissell, UNICEF/Child protection;
• Cindy Blackstock, Indigenous children/N America;
• Najat Maalla M’jiid, Health/Africa;
• Kishore Singh, Education/Asia;
• Renate Winter, Law/W. Europe;
• George Moschos, ENOC; and 
• ?? Government of Canada

• Hon. Landon Pearson as the Honorary member of the Committee



Our Network
International Collaborators

• WHO
• UNICEF
• UN-CRC
• UN-CRPD

• International Pediatric Association
• International Society for Social Pediatric
• European Network of Ombudspersons for Children (ENOC)

• Global Partnership to end violence
• African Child Policy Forum
• International Institute for child Rights, Sion
• Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA)

• Max Plank Institute, Germany
(Berlin, Germany)

• Child Rights International Network, UK



…our Network

National Collaborators

• UNICEF-Canada
• Public Health Agency of Canada
• Dr Julien’s Foundation-Qc

• Landon Pearson’s Center
• Canadian Council of Child and Youth Advocates

• National Collaborating Center for Aboriginal Health
• BC- Office of Child and Youth Advocates

• Island Health Authority
• BC Ministry of Child and Family Development

• BC Public Health Association

15 Canadian & 25 International 
Universities
• UBC
• UNBC
• U Manitoba
• Lethbridge U
• U Saskatoon
• U Regina
• U de MTL
• Mc Gill U
• U Ottawa
• Carlton U
• McMaster University
• U of Waterloo
• U de Moncton
• U of NB
• U PEI
• Bilkent University, Ankara
• Sungkyunkwan University, South Korea
• University of Sion
• FLACSO U-Argentine
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